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Emma. M, Gillet | 


Late Dean, and Founder, of the Washington College of Law, in whose honor 
a’ memorial ceremony will be held in the National Capitol, 
Sunday, May 15, at 3 P. M. | 
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Another Labor Discrimination 
PIERRE AUDIAT, in the Paris 


e Midi, comments ironically on the 


meticulous care with which the French 


Government has calculated the difference 


in value between the labor of men and of 
women hired to sweep away snow. 

“These daring calculators,” he writes, 
“have measured it to a centime almost. 
A man sweeper is worth 3 fr. 70 an hour, 


a woman sweeper is worth—exactly 3 fr. 


95. Between the man and the woman 


‘there is a difference per hour of 35 cen- 


times. One’does not know which to ad- 
mire most, the mathematical precision of 
this valuation or the nearness to equality 
attained by the women sweepers.” 

He suggests, in view of the habit of 
French legislators of postponing the grant 
of suffrage to women with the excuse that 
all the present chamber should do is to 
“clear the ground” for action in the next 
session, that the women sweepers might 
be called in to clear it with a few good 
coups de balai, that is, “strokes of a 
broom.” 

As coup also means “blow,” M. Audiat 
seems humorously inclined to leave the 
reader, and the sweepers, to decide just 
how the clearing should be done. 


Woman Cabinet Minister Displaced 

N consequence of the fall of the Socialist 

Ministry in Denmark, the Scandinavian 
countries have lost the advantage of hav- 
ing a woman minister in a cabinet. Nina 
Bang, Minister of Public Instruction in 
Denmark, who has for several years filled 
this office with great ability and has ob- 
tained excellent results, has, unfortunate- 
ly, been replaced by a man, J. Byskov. 


Indian Woman Nominated. 


RS. PARVATHI AMMAL CHAN- 
DRASEKHARA IYER has been 
nominated by the Mysore Government as 
a member of the Bangalore District 
Board. This is the first time the claims 
of Mysore women have been recognized in 
regard to service outside the Departments 


of Education and Public Health. 


Men Drivers Won't Compete With 


Woman 


Mite MOZETTE, French racing 
driver, aroused a storm of protest 
among male drivers at the Ascot Speed- 
way, Los Angeles, California, when she 
sought to compete in the automobile races 
there. Because the men would not com- 
pete with her, she has been permitted to 
participate only in an exhibition race. 


Feminist Notes 


Woman Navy Officer Dies 


RS. ALBERT H. METCALF, 79 


years old, who until a few years 
ago had the distinction of being the‘only 
woman commandant of a United States 
naval station, is dead. | 
For nineteen years, from 1906 until 
1925, Mrs. Metcalf was in command of the 
Shiphouse Point Station at Sackett Har- 
bor, New York. Prior to her appointment 
her husband was in charge, and before 
that her father-in-law served as command- 
ant. She retired two years ago due to ill 


health. Death was the result of a shock. 


Prostitution and the League of Nations 
Bes proposal of the League of Nations, 
originating with M. Sokol, Polish dele- 
gate to the League, that foreign prostitutes 
shall be expelled from houses of prosti- 
tution operating under government regu- 
lation and deported from the country, 
came before the Advisory Committee of 
the League on the Traffic in Women and 
Children and the Protection of Children 
and Young Persons at its — April 
25 to 30. 
Mme. Avril de Sainte Croix, French 
delegate to the League, says in La Fran- 


caises “This proposal appeared to the 
women’s organizations inhumane as well 


as ineffecacious, since all that foreign 
prostitutes had to do was to leave the 
house in order to practice their trade 


freely, and furthermore, it was difficult. 
to demand of countries in which prosti- 


tution is not a legal offense the deporta- 
tion of a woman practicing prostitution, 


if she happened to be in a ‘tolerated 


house.’ ” 
According to Mme. Avril de Sainte Croix 


the committee at its last meeting decided 


to study ways of relieving the hardship 
brought upon these women \by expulsion, 
and asked that women’s organizations 
should collaborate in relieving them. She 


says that although it is too soon to say 


what the results of this collaboration are, 


_ that it tends to bring the women and girls 


who are affected by the decree of expul- 
sion in touch with agencies which can 


help to start them in a new life and 


perhaps to repatriate them, thus saving 
them from being tossed from one frontier 
to another as undesirables not wanted 
anywhere. 


Two obvious aspects of the decree, first 


that is discriminates against women; sec- 
ond, that it is an international recogni- 
tion of legalized prostitution seem not to 
be recognized by Mme. Avril de Sainte- 
Croix or by the un-named women’s organi- 
zations to which she refers. 


“Equal Rights 


Women Jurors in Minnesota 
STATE-WIDE survey completed by 
the Minnesota League of Women 

Voters reveals that 1,974 women have 

served on petit juries and 167 on grand 

juries in Minnesota during the last year. 

Six years ago women were made eligible 

to serve on Minnesota juries. The law 

provides, however, that women may be ex- 


cused from jury service on request—in the 
discretion of the court. 


Women Aviators Win Rights 
OMEN aviators won their right to 
pilot passenger planes throughout 
Europe “on the same terms as men” when 
the International Commission on Air 


Navigation, without a dissenting vote, 


passed a resolution favoring the granting 
of commercial flying licenses to women 


on April 25. Neither the United States 


nor Germany is represented on the Inter- 
national Commission. 


Sir Philip Sassoon of England, Under- 


Secretary of State for Air and chairman 


of the convention, in his opening address, 
said: “We have always been accustomed 
to regard women as ministering angels, 
even though we have hitherto hesitated to 
endow them officially with wings.” 

Some time ago Mme. Bolland, famous 
French aviatrix, threatened to sue the 
commission because she was denied the 
right to pilot passenger planes. She later 
dropped the case. 


Chinese Woman 
YOUNG woman flies among the 
Chinese aviators above the ancient 
city of Peking, where formerly the height 
of houses was regulated by law to permit 
the free passage of holy dragons. 

She holds the rank of colonel, and her 
name is Nadine Juan. Although of pure 
Chinese blood, she was born in Madrid, 
and a large part of her life has been spent 
in European countries. Aviation is only 
one of her enthusiasms, although it is the 
chief one. She is a keen sportswoman who 
plays poet of the western games skill- 
fully. 

While she was stationed, in Paris as 
the secretary to a special diplomatic com- 
mission, Colonel Juan was a devotee of 
fencing. She was a conspicuous figure in 
the French salles because she preferred to 


wear the military breeches of her aviation 


costume instead of the conventional 
pleated skirt of the woman fencer. 


Woman Heads Chinese Court 


G CHANG has recently been 
made president of the Tribunal of 
Justice at Shanghai, the press reports. 
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ernments kin. The touch in this 


case is the desire to protect women. 


The Government of the Irish Free State 
is possessed by this desire. Two years 
ago they carried a measure under which 
women could be excluded from depart- 
ments of the Civil Service at will. The 
special department under consideration 
was said to be that concerned with night 
duty at the Custom House, etc. Oddly 
enough, they forgot to take any steps to 
“protect” nurses in, say, the most lonely 
parts of Connemara or the worst slums in 
Dublin from this duty. 

Now it is jury service again. An act 
had previously been carried, allowing vol- 
untary exemption. Now the minister of 
justice proposes to exclude women from 
jury service altogether. With the tradi- 
tional perversity or their sex, women, 
represented by their organizations, are 
not grateful. A lively correspondence has 
been carried on through the press. A 


By Dora Mellone 
In the International Woman Suffrage News 


joint conference of all women’s societies 
has been formed to take charge of the 
work. Lobbying has been reduced to a 
fine art. The aggrieved minister talks 
much of the “self-appointed spokeswomen 
who do not represent their sex, since only 
a small percentage of women, when 
tempted by the prospect of voluntary ex- 


emption, remained true to the call of citi- 


zenship.” Even the press found this rather 
difficult to accept, and comments were 
made on the possible numbers of men who 
would go forth to do their duty, were they 


invited to save themselves by filling up a 


form. Further, it was pointed out in the 
Dail and outside that women who had kept 
their names on the register, for example, 


where a working dressmaker attended the 


court, had been kept for three days doing 
nothing, and were then discharged with 
the information that their services were 
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for Women the Irish Free 


C NE touch of nature makes all gov- 


not required. The minister has accepted 
an amendment providing for the establish- 
ment of a voluntary panel. Women, of 
course, refuse this, as it will simply mean 
that all women willing to-do their civic 
duty will be regarded as especially inter- 
ested in disagreeable cases. Also all these 
special provisions for women belong to 
that period when the woman was regarded 
as the “female of the species,” not as a 
human being with equal duties and Equal 
Rights to the man. 

The minister is not content with pro- 
tecting women from the dangers of the 
jury box. Women stenographers are also 
excluded from the courts. Presumably 


young men may with safety be exposed 


to these risks. It only remains, as was 
pointed out in the press, to protect women 
completely, and shut them out from the 
dock and the witness box. Those who re- 
member how often a child has to act as 
witness in “unsavory cases,” will have 
scant patience with all this sort of talk. 


Feminists and Reformers 


“Ly UMAN nature changes very 


little. When Israel was captive 

in Egypt, no doubt there were 
progressive Egyptians—social reformers 
—who pleaded that the Israelites should 


be given more straw with which to make 
bricks, and better housing conditions, 
when the one thing needful was obedience 


to the command: ‘Let my people go.’” 

These words were spoken by a well- 
known British Feminist at the recent an- 
nual council meeting of one of the oldest 
associations of women in the country, the 
National Union of Societies for Equal 
Citizenship. This body used to be called 
the National Union of Suffrage Societies, 
but, after the war, sharing the general op- 
timism on the granting of partial suffrage 
to women, it changed “suffrage” to “equal 
citizenship.” With the passing of years, 
this association has found itself dividing, 
as all organized women in Britain have 
been doing, into Feminists and Social Re- 
formers. The difference between these 
two is that the first puts “equality” first 
and even alone, while the second puts 
equality as first among, or perhaps on a 
level with, many other much needed re- 
forms. | 

The words quoted above seem to a 


Feminist to get to the heart and core of 


the matter. The Feminist sees “equality” 
as freedom from bondage and desires it 
with a radical intensity. The Reformer 
would seem to see the discomforts, the 
hardships, the injustices, the crimes, in- 
cidental to the bondage, and to strive to 
alleviate and to remove them. To the 
Feminist, bondage would always be bond- 
age, always be intolerable, even if endured 


A Dispatch in the Christian Science 
Monitor from its London Bureau. 


under ideal conditions of material living. 
They do not want,. they will not ask for 
more straw or better quality straw where- 
with to lighten their task of making 
bricks. They are making bricks in bond- 
age, and until they can make bricks in 
freedom, no improved conditions can 
avail. They will put no time, no energy, 
into begging for better housing. They are 
housed in bondage, and until they are 
housed in freedom, no house is other than 


a prison. They will give none of their 


force to smoke abatement, to clearing the 
sky, until sunshine can be cleanly felt. 
They live in bondage, to them as intoler- 
able under the brightest as under the 
darkest sky. 


And so with all reforms, the aoa 
out Feminist puts them all aside, seeing 
freedom from bondage as a necessary 


_ basis on which she may stand firm and do 


effective work in social reform. The Re- 
former, on the other hand, feels the in- 
justice of her position more keenly in its 
material evidence. She sees women de- 
nied power, political and social, and 
works with zeal. to increase the numbers 
of women in positions of authority, 
whether in local government, in national, 
or international. 

The Reformer may think that the Femi- 
nist is an impractical idealist, beating the 
air in a barren desert: the Feminist may 
see the Reformer as blind to the need to 
build upon a rock, the firm rock of equal- 
ity. The Reformer may see the Feminist 


as selfish, as thinking of herself, her own 


standing, her own troubles, instead of be- 
ing moved to action by the troubles of 
others around her. The Feminist may see 
the Reformer as dissipating her strength 
in an attempt to build a perfect world 
upon the sand, the quicksand of inequal- 
ity. As the same speaker above quoted 
said, the Feminist seeks “a house in the 
City of Light, a house not made with 
hands.” | 

However the two parties regard each 
other, they united in a firm comradeship 


when Mr. Baldwin, the prime minister, 
offered to receive a deputation of women — 


in order that he might hear their views on 


equal franchise. He heard them speak 
with one voice, and that demanded with- — 


out any divergence a simple measure to 
give women the vote on the same terms as 
it is given to men. 

The difficulty was not to secure a repre- 
sentative deputation ; the difficulty was to 
select a sufficiently small number to be 


‘accommodated in the prime minister’s 


room at the House of Commons. When 
finally selected, as they were, representa- 
tives of widely divergent sections of the 
women’s movement, they gathered in that 
room and spoke as one woman. They 
might have been a highly-trained choir, 
accustomed to sing together the same 
songs. On this occasion the words were 
“the vote for women on the same terms as 
men,” and the spokeswomen, coming from 
many sections of the movement, holding 
many diverse views on Feminism and So- 
cial Reform, repeated it without shade of 
variant. An impressive chorus which had 
its due effect. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


.“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” - 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 11. 
House Joint Resolution Number 81. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 8, 1925, 
by Sanator Cuarizes Curtis. 
Iatroduced in the House of Representatives, — 
December 16, 1925. 
by D. R. 


Deeds Not Words 


N Sunday, May 15, in the National Capitol, a ceremony will be held to 


achievements of one of America’s greatest women, the organizations and 
individuals participating publicly recognize their proper obligation. But it 
is always to be remembered that women of Dean Gillett’s stamp set little 
store by laurel wreaths and sounding phrases. Whatever may be said in 
words of Dean Gillett will be inadequate, for even the most gifted orator can 
speak but by the book, whereas Dean Gillett’s life speaks through the spirit. 


It is our hope that the ceremony on Sunday in Washington will mark not 
the close of a splendid life of action, but will instead mark the beginning of a 
new and more general interest in the woman’s movement, for Dean et was 
above all things a practical Feminist. 


No more fitting tribute could be paid to her memory than for the women 
who foregather in Washington on Sunday to bear away with them a new 


sense of the common bond of their sisterhood and a more vivid realization of 


their personal FERpOMMPRENY toward the Equal Bights movement, 


What Is Feminism ? 


LETTER recently received by Equat Ricuts Minnie 8. | 
treasurer of the New Jersey State Branch of the National Woman’s 


Party, raises so interesting a point with regard to the use of one of 
our favorite words that we herewith present the communication to our 
readers: “Last summer,’ writes Mrs. Karr, “at Geneva, Switzerland, 


I mentioned the Woman’s Party to an exceedingly intelligent ‘woman of 


affairs.’ Said this lady vehemently, ‘1 am opposed to Feminism. Why? Be- 


cause there is no more reason for women’s dominating than for men’s doing it. 
Women should have Equal Rights and epecrenmcee with men. No more, 


no less.’ 


“Nothing I could say Sali falbial her that she and the Woman’s Party were 
in perfect agreement. I had no dictionary with me and ignorantly wished we 


could be described by some other word than ‘Feminists’ in order that people 


like ke this could understand and work with us. | 

~ “Yesterday it was my son, a college graduate, who answered my explana- 
tions as follows: ‘No right-thinking man could object to the program you 
outline. Why under the sun do you allow yourselves to be called by such a 


misleading name as Feminist?’ Before answering I turned to Webster’s Col- 


legiate Dictionary, where in the addenda I discovered the following definition: 
‘Feminism—the theory, cult or practice of those who hold that present laws, 
conventions and conditions of society should admit of and further the free 


and full development of woman; also the propaganda for we such 


changes as will effect this.’ 


- “As the word Feminism appears s so often to stand for the National Woman’s 
Party, I believe it would clear the atmosphere to have is definition printed 
conspicuously in Equa Ricuts.” 


Stimulated by Mrs. Karr’s suggestion, we instituted a little investigation 
anent the word Feminism, and discovered several interesting things. To begin 
with the word is far newer than the movement. In one edition after another 
of Webster’s Complete Classical Dictionary the word is conspicuous only by 
its absence. Then finally, in quite recent days, it creeps in among the addenda. 


But having crept in it acquires an altogether startling significance, being 


described, for example, by the New International. Encyclopedia, not m a few — 
_ Senténces, but in an article several pages in length. Apparently the term was 


coined in France in about 1890, and then by degrees was absorbed into the 


English language. 


We dilate upon this topic for three reasons: first, because Feminism is 
the only word in the language that precisely describes the purposes of our own 
organization; second, because as Mrs. Karr says the term is so frequently 
misunderstood, and, third, because its recent coinage indicates that in our 
civilization, at least, the movement for which we stand is really something 
altogether new under the sun. 


To occasion the birth of a new noun is after all no mean acomplishment. 
But that, as any advertiser will tell you, is a simple thing, compared with 
getting the significance of a new noun across to the public conscience. 


Equal Rights 


-honor the memory of the late Emma M. Gillett, formerly Dean of the — 
Washington College of Law and Chairman of the Lawyers’ Council of © 
the National Woman’s Party. In thus paying tribute to the character and. 
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Nation’s Women Honor Dean Gillett 


founder and for twelve years dean 
of the Washington College of Law, 
worked with a flaming spirit and a keen 
intellect for the advancement of women. 

On Sunday, May 15, at 3 P. M., women 
of the nation will unite to celebrate the 
lasting achievements of this woman who 
made the way easier for all women who 
follow after her, particularly in the fields 
of the legal profession, education, and 
participation in the government of their 
country. The memorial will be held in 
the Crypt of the United States Capitol, 
where the statue of three other Feminist 
pioneers — Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia 
Mott, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton — 
stands. 

Legal, political, patriotic, religious and 
other organizations of women, national 
and local, will take part in the memorial. 
Representatives of these organizations 
carrying their banners will form a proces- 


Fe to fifty years Emma M. Gillett, 


sional at the beginning of the services and 


led by the choir of the First Congrega- 
tional Church of Washington, the Presi- 
dent’s church, will march through the cor- 
ridors of the Capitol to the Crypt where 
the meeting will be held. The full United 
States Marine Band orchestra will play 
“The Priests’ March” from “Aida” under 
the direction of Captain Taylor Branson, 
leader of the orchestra, as the delegates 
and banner bearers march into the Crypt. 
- Flowers and palms to decorate the 
Crypt will be sent by the Botanical Gar- 
dens. 


Speakers of the Women’s Bar Associa- | 


tion -of the District of Columbia, Wash- 
ington College of Law, and the National 
Woman’s. Party will pay tribute to the 
pioneer lawyer. Special music will be 
rendered by Edith Athey, organist, and 
Rose Dickey, violinist. Ruby Smith Stahl 
directs the choir which will sing. 

The woman whose memory will be thus 
honored was the daughter of a pioneer 
family of English extraction and she her- 
self remained the perpetual pioneer who, 
having overcome one barrier, went fear- 
lessly on to the next. She died in 
ington January 23, at the age of 74, at 


the end of a long life of service and 


achievement. Her father, Richard J. 
lett, came from Lancashire about 1840 a 
settled in Erie County, Pennsylvania. H 
first American ancestor on her mother’s 
Side was Lawrence Wilkinson of Dur- 
ham, England, who came to America 
in 1650 and to whose family belonged 


Stephen Hopkins, the Quaker signer of © 


the Declaration of Independence. 

Emma M. Gillett was born July 30, 
1852, in Princeton, Wisconsin, in a log 
cabin built by her father on Government 
land which he had taken up. Her parents 
had gone hopefully into what was then 
a new country, but the death of her father 


in 1854 led her mother to return with her 
two small children to Girard, Pennsyl- 
vania. Miss Gillett’s childhood was spent 
in that now traditional period of Ameri- 
can history when the family on winter 
evenings gathered around a _fire-place 
filled with blazing logs cut from the farm 
woodlot, with pans of apples, pitchers of 
cider, nuts and pop-corn on the table or 
hearth and the only light, except from 
the fire, was from tallow candles which 
were dipped in quantities to last a year 
after the fall butchering,—a period when 
women sewed or knitted stockings and 
mittens from yarn which had been spun 
and dyed in the home, and the men read 
Greeley’s New York Tribune, the Rural 
New Yorker, the local paper, and the New 
York Ledger. 


N 1865 Mrs. Gillett left the farm with 
her two young daughters and moved out 
to the village of Girard, where they attend- 
ed both public and private schools. There 
Emma had two years at a private school 
before entering Lake Erie Seminary, now 


- Lake Erie College, at Painesville, Ohio, 


graduating in 1870—three weeks before 
her eighteenth birthday. Lake Erie Col- 
lege was one of a group of schools founded 
as a direct result of the early Feminist 
movement which led to the equal educa- 
tion of men and women, and Miss Gillett 
was the youngest graduate the school has 
ever had. 

Followed ten years of teaching in the 
public schools of Pennsylvania and then 
Miss Gillett came to Washington to begin 
in earnest the study of law. At that time, 
1880, no white law school in the District 
of Columbia would admit women, and 
Miss Gillett with two other girl students 
entered the Law School of Howard Uni- 
versity, which soon after the Civil War 
was established for colored people but was 
open to all colors and races without dis- 
tinction of sex. The teachers were white 
men of high standing at the bar, and the 
feeling of the three women pupils was 
more of gratitude for their opportunity 
than of hardship in attending a school 
primarily for colored students. After a 
three-year course in the law college, Miss 
Gillett was admitted to the District of 
Columbia bar in 1883, and in 1890 to the 
bar of the United States Supreme Court. 
In 1881 she was appointed by President 
Garfield a notary public, the first Presi- 
dential appointment to that office. 

Soon after her admission to the bar, 
Miss Gillett went into the law office of 
Watson J. Newton. In 1900 they formed 
the law firm of Newton and Gillett which 
continued until Mr. Newton’s death in 
1918. Successful from the first in making 
her own way in her profession, Miss Gil- 
lett was ever mindful of the disadvantages 
placed in the way of the advancement of 


women in the professions and never ceased 
vigorously to oppose them. 


OON after her arrival in Washington 
in 1890, she became actively interested 


in the woman suffrage movement. She was 


a member of the National American Wom- 
un Suffrage Association and met all the 
leaders as they came each winter to pro- 
pose their own amendments to Congress. 
In 1910, following a conversation with 
the chairman of the House Judiciary Com. 
mittee, she organized the first suffrage 
lobby. The chairman of the committee 
had said to her that if people cared about 
woman suffrage, Congressmen would hear 
more about it. Miss Gillett saw to it that 
no Congressmen could ever say that again. 
The following year she was made chair- 
man of the Congressional Committee of 
the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association and promptly proceeded to 
send the first questionnaire to every can- 
didate to Congress in the next election 
asking the opinion of each man and ask- 
ing what support he would give to the suf- 


frage amendment. She gave her time and > 


money to this as one of her chief contribu- 
tions to the cause and was of great as- 
sistance in the systematic campaign that 
followed. 

In 1913 Miss Gillett acted as treasurer 
when the first suffrage parade ever held 
in Washington was organized by Alice 
Paul, then chairman of the Congressional 


Committee of the National American 


Woman Suffrage Association. Following 
the adoption of the woman suffrage 
amendment, Miss Gillett affiliated herself 
with the National Woman’s Party. - She 
strongly felt that conflict between the 
sexes was deplorable and that all laws 


which give any privileges more to one © 


sex than the other add to sex antagonism. 
She believed that labor laws for women 


only frequently close opportunity to wom- 
en, and heartily endorsed the Lucretia 


Mott Amendment or Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, to give equality before the law to 
both sexes. Effort to change State by 


State the discriminations which still ex- 


ist, she believed, would be not only pro- 
longed, but made endless by the possibility 
of repealing any new law made. 


For nearly fifty years Miss Gillett was 
active in every field for the advancement 
of women. She was one of the organizers 
of the association called Wimdodaughsis, 
an association which opened various 
classes for women on subjects not then 
taught in schools and colleges to which 
women were admitted. The first class in 
English journalism, ancient and modern 
languages, English history, stenography 
and typewriting, were organized by Miss 
Gillett. Gradually the universities opened 


every class to women, business schools 
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were organized, and the Young Women’s 
Christian Association established a branch 
in Washington. Feeling that it had shown 
the need for the work, Wimodaughsis 
gradually relinquished its development to 
other agencies and ceased to be active 
in 1907. 

Miss Gillett was one of the first women 
admitted to membership in the American 
Bar Association. Women throughout the 
country joined in a petition to President 


Taft to appoint Miss Gillett to the bench | 


of the United States Supreme Court to 
fill the vacancy created by the death of 
Justice Harlan. She was Vice-President 
for the District of Columbia branch of the 


American Bar Association for the year 


1920-21, and was a member and former 


president of the Women’s Bar Associa- 


_ tion of the District of Columbia. Miss 


Gillett was chairman of the Lawyers’ 
Council of the Woman’s Party from the 


“time it was organized until her death. 


Edith Houghton Hooker, chairman of 
National Council will represent the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, with a tribute to 
Dean Gillett’s work at the memorial. 
Grace Hays Riley, dean of the Washing- 
ton College of Law—the position which 


Miss Gillett filled for twelve years—vwill 


represent the college. Judge Kathryn 
Sellers, judge of the Juvenile Court of 
the District of Columbia, will speak for 
the Women’s Bar Association. | 

Woman’s Party banners will be carried 
in the procession and eight young women 


Equal Rights 


- lawyers, marshalled by Pauline Floyd, 


will represent the Women’s Bar Associa- 
tion of the District of Columbia in the 
ceremonies. Twenty young women from 
the Church of the Transfiguration, which 
Miss Gillett attended, will march in the 
processional. 

Marie Moore Forrest is directing the 
pageantry in connection with the mem- 
orial services, and Mrs. Harvey Wiley will 
preside at the memorial. | 

The invocation will be given by the 
Reverend John G. Queally, rector of the 
Church of the Transfiguration, who knew 
Miss Gillett well. Members of her family, 
as well as the friends with whom she as- 
sociated in her long life of achievement 
for women, will attend the ceremonies. 


Court Invalidates Teachers Equal Pay Law 


intensive campaign among women 
teachers of the State of New York 
in order that all might join in an effort 
to remove sex discriminations from the 


|: 1922 the Woman’s Party began an 


entire educational system of the State. 


A most vital interest was found among 
classroom teachers and bitter opposition 
on the part of superintendents. 

At the request of the Woman’s Party, 
Senator Nathan Strauss, Jr., and Assem- 
blyman Victor R. Kaufman introduced in 
the Senate and Assembly, respectively, a 


bill which prohibited in sweeping terms 


any sex discrimination in the employment 
of teachers in any educational institution 
in the State, with reference not only to 
salary but also to opportunity for ad- 
vancement and every other question that 
might arise respecting the employment 
of teachers. 

Although the State Teachers’ Associa- 
tion had at its 1925 convention unanim- 
ously passed a resolution favoring equal- 
ity for men and women teachers, its ex- 
ecutive committee decided to head off 
the more far-reaching bill of the Woman’s 
Party by introducing the Antin-Cole bill 


covering the question of salary only, in 


public schools up to and including high 
schools. | 

When it was found that the Woman’s 
Party bill could not be reported out of 
committee and that ‘the equal pay bill had 
been reported favorably in the Assembly 
without committee hearing, and passed 
the Assembly, the Woman’s Party, the 
State Teachers’ Welfare League, the Al- 
bany League of Classroom Teachers and 


individual teachers favoring the Straus- 


Kaufmann bill concentrated their efforts 
on the equal pay bill, which finally passed 
the Senate. 

Tremendous opposition evans on the 
part of the school superintendents, and 


the Governor was urged to veto the bill. 


Through the speedy and strenuous action 
of the Woman’s Party, the State Teachers’ 
Welfare League, and the State Teachers’ 


By Jane Norman Smith, 
‘Chairman New York State Branch, 
National Woman's Party 


Association, a hearing was granted by 
Governor Smith, who, in spite of the op- 
position of the school superintendents and 
the recommendation of the Commissioner 
of Education to veto the bill, signed it. 
The law was evaded in a number of 
cities, and in the spring of 1925, Rena 
Rockwell, chairman of the Teachers’ Coun- 
cil of the National Woman’s Party and 


head of the History Department of Elmira 


Academy, brought a mandamus action 
against the Elmira Board of Education 
to compel the payment to her of an in- 


crease in salary of $100.00 a year to make 
her salary equal to that of a male teacher. 


in the academy who Ata es identically 
the same duties. 

A decision of the court was handed 
down in favor of Miss Rockwell, where- 
upon the Board of Education appealed the 
case, and the decision of the lower court 
was reversed. 

Subsequently, women teachers of Syra- 
cuse, who had been denied equal pay with 
men, brought a suit against the Syracuse 
Board of Education to test the equal pay 
law. The case was won by the teachers in 
the lower courts and was carried to the 
Court of Appeals by the Board of Edu- 
cation. The Court of Appeals has just re- 
versed the finding of the lower courts and 
has declared that the denial of equal pay 
to women teachers is not a sex discrimi- 
nation. 

The New York World of May 4 reports 
on the action of the Court of Appeals as 
follows: 

“Albany, May 3.—The State-wide law 
designed to grant women school teachers 
equal pay for equal work with men teach- 
ers was invalidated as far as Syracuse 
women teachers are concerned in a deci- 
sion handed down today by the Court of 
Appeals. 

“The decision came in a test case brought 


by Cornelia A. Moses, a woman school 
teacher, against the Syracuse Board of 
Education. The Board of Education had 


-earried an appeal to the highest courts 


from a writ of mandamus issued by the 
lower courts. 

“Attorneys for the Syracuse Board of 
Education had argued that the law was 
a violation of the home rule principle in 
that it sought to require cities to provide 
appropriations for the woman school 
teacher, and likewise that it violated con- 
tracts. Miss Moses’s complaint was that 
the schedule for men was $2,650 a year as 
against $2,160 for women. | 

“Judge William B. Andrews wrote the 
prevailing opinion. He held that the Syra- 


-cuse Board of Education had complied 


with provisions of salary laws for school 
teachers where they were not discrimina- 
tory. 
“<“Phe board,’ Judge Andrews wrote, 
‘found itself in a dilemma. Fifty-two men 
and one woman, were, as has been said, 


already entitled to more than that 


amount. Forty-four men not because of 
longer service or greater ability, but be- 
cause of their original contract, had a 
claim of $2,650 annually. 

“‘Must the salary of every woman of 
equal capacity be raised to $2,650? Must 
the salary of every like man be so raised? 
Could the first provision be made and 
not the second? The board attempted to 
answer the problem by a provision in its 
general schedule, applicable to men and 
women alike, that no salary paid to any 
present teacher under the new schedule 
shall be less than that teacher received 
on September 1, 1925, under the salary 
schedule adopted by the Board of Educa- 
tion on July 19, 1920.’ 


“The courts below have held that this 
solution is forbidden by the Statute and 
that the board should be compelled by 
mandamus to raise the salaries of the 
women teachers to $2,650. The question 
before us is whether, because the practical 
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result of this schedule is that some men 
actually receive more than some equally 
qualified women, it makes a discrimina- 
tion ‘based on sex.’ We deal with the 
situation as it existed in 1925. 

“ ‘(Unquestionably the origin of the right 
of the men in 1925 to receive $2,650 in per- 
petuity was that they were men. In 1920 


~ the board discriminated in their favor on 


that ground alone as it then might do. 
Later it lost that power. Every man and 
every woman need not receive precisely 


the National Convention of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party to be held in 
Colorado Springs July 7-10, will be dis- 
cussed at the pre-convention conference 


Pine ation matters to come before 


at National Headquarters on Saturday, 


May 14. 

All officers and members of the National 
Woman’s Party are urged to attend this 
conference, and participate in the pre- 
liminary study to be made of the impor- 


tant questions to be decided at the con- 


vention. 
But the pre-convention conference is 
not to be all work. In the first place, the 


meetings will be held in the lovely gar- 


den, bright now with iris, tulips, and 
snowballs—in the colors of the Woman’s 
Party—if the weather permits. Otherwise 
the spacious and beautiful drawing rooms 


will be used. 


Then, following the afternoon confer- 
ence, an informal dinner will be held in 
National Headquarters. In addition to 


the dining rooms the two large drawing — 


rooms will be thrown open to the dinner, 
and small tables, lighted with candles and 
decorated with purple, white, and gold 
flowers, will be placed in all three rooms. 
The speaking will take place in the blue 
drawing room. The.speeches will be short 
and informal and marked by enthusiasm 


the same salary. | But any discrimination 


drawn might no longer depend on the sex — 


of the teacher. 

“The record before us shows a differ- 
ence in the salaries to be received. But 
this difference was not continued by the 
schedule of 1925 with the design of re- 
warding men as men and penalizing wom- 


en as women. At that date it was not — 
‘ased on sex.’ 


It was the result of en- 
tirely different considerations. There was 
no favoritism. An examination of the 


Interesting Sessions Anticipated 


for hastening the day of Equal Rights 
between the men and women of the United 
States. 

Margaret Lambie of the District of Co- 
lumbia, Leila Enders of New Jersey, Re- 
becca Hourwich of Maine, Elizabeth Sel- 
den Rogers of New York, Jessie Dell of 
Georgia and the United Civil Service Com- 
mission, Ruth Hudnut of New Hamp- 
shire, Betty Archdale of England, and 
Ruby A. Black of Texas and the District 
of Columbia, will be among the speakers. 
Edith Houghton Hooker, chairman of the 
National Council of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, will preside. 

Mrs. Wymond Bradbury and Miriam 
Birdeye are co-chairmen of the commit- 
tee on arrangements for the dinner, and 
working with them on the committee are 
Nina Allender, Mabel Law, Lucy Shaw, 
Edith Courtenay, Mrs. Legare Obear, and 
Mrs. Richard Wainright. 

Mrs. Wainright is receiving reserva- 
tions for the dinner at 1264 New Hamp- 
shire Avenue, Franklin 4467, at $2 per 
person. 


Here are some of the questions which 
will be discussed at the afternoon con- 
ference, over which Margaret Whitte- 
more, Vice-President of the National 
Woman’s Party, will preside: 


How do you think the National 
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schedules shows a scrupulous attempt to 
follow the act of 1924. There was no de- 
sign to thwart the act by indirection. But 
equality of salaries must be harmonized 
with existing rights. The salary of $2,650 
for certain men teachers was preserved to 


them just as the salary of $2,250 was to 


Miss Moses, not because they were men 
but because the law prohibited interfer- 
ence with it. 

“ ‘That the rights of the men originated 
in sex discrimination is immaterial.’ ” 


at Conference 


Woman’s Party can best co-operate 
with the women of other countries in 
insuring Equal Rights to women of 
the whole world, and in combatting 
international influences which threat- 
en to retard the progress of women— 
or, rather, in making these influences 
work for Equal Rights instead of 
against world-wide equality? 

How do you think the Woman’s 
Party ean budget its finances to 
carry on its work for Equal Rights? 
Laura Berrien will present the proposed 

new constitution which has been drafted 
by a committee under the leadership of 
Emma Fox, eminent parliamentarian. 

Preceding the afternoon conference, the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party 
will hold a meeting at | patoeal Head- 
quarters. 

The next day members and officers in 
Washington for the conference will at- 
tend the beautiful memorial to be held in 
the crypt of the Capitol in honor of the 
late Emma Gillett, pioneer woman lawyer 
and educator, and tireless worker for the 
advancement of women. 

The afternoon session will open at 2.30 
P. M., and the dinner will begin at 7 P. M. 

- Rebecca Hourwich arrived from Maine 
on May 6 to help with the work preceding 
the conference and the memorial. 


Adele Guthridge 


4 DELE GIANNINI FEAST GUTH- 

A RIDGE, a Founder of the National 

Woman’s Party, died April 26, 

1927. She was buried in Baltimore, her 
birthplace. 

For some twenty-seven years she had 
charge of the telegraphs and telephones of 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture. During all this time she never 
had a single day’s vacation. Secretary 


James Wilson said at the end of his term 


of sixteen years that she was a wonder 
with the keys; that she never seemed tried 
or tired; that during his term of office he 
had been obliged to keep her twice a 
month for the crop reports until 6 o’clock ; 
that she never fussed or failed, and dur- 


ing her entire management there had been 
no leak. 

Mrs. Guthridge’s grandfather, Samuel 
Feast I, was the first man in the United 
States to give us American roses. He 
used our only climbing wild rose, Rosa 


setigera Micheaux, as one of the seed 


parents, and crossed with other roses he 
created for us, Baltimore Tennessee Belle, 
Queen of the Prairies, and Seven Sisters, 
all feminine names. Since that time thou- 
sands of roses have come and gone, but 
the Feast roses have stuck and may be 
seen in Indiana, Iowa, and Ohio—some 
of them more than sixty years old. He 
received in 1839 the first award made for 
roses in this country. Mrs. Guthridge 


_ treasured the medal. Her father, Samuel 


Feast II, was also a breeder of plants. 
Her brother, Samuel Feast III, lives in 
Colorado. 

Mrs. Guthridge was a member of the 
National Rose Society. She helped to 
establish the Clara Barton Garden at 
Headquarters and presented many roses. 
She was ever distributing rose seeds that 
people might have their own roses. She 
was very proud of being an “American 
citizen.” She was an ardent Republican, 
maintaining the principles as long as she 
could speak. She was a rigid fighter and 
never gave in. She never forgot a friend 
nor permitted a foe to forget her. 

Mary M. McClure and Caroline Harri- 
son were the representatives of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party at the funeral. 
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Virginia Branch to Meet 
HE annual business meeting of the 
Virginia Branch of the National 


~Woman’s Party will be held on May 31 
in Richmond. Mabel Vernon, Executive 


Secretary of the Woman’s Party, will ad- 
dress the meeting on the National Con- 


vention to be held in Colorado Springs, 


Colorado, on July 7-10, at_which a new 
constitution will be adopted, the question 
of the National Woman’s Party’s partici- 
pation in the international Feminist move- 
ment determined, and the plans for cam- 


‘paign for the immediate adoption of the 
Equal Rights Amendment made. Sophie 


G. Meredith is chairman of the Virginia 
Branch. 


Box Party at Eva LeGallienne’s Play 
IXTEEN members and friends of the 
National Woman’s Party constituted 
a party which occupied four boxes at Eva 


LeGallienne’s performance of “The Cradle | 
Song” in Washington on May 5. Miss — 


LeGallienne, director of the New York 
Civic Repertory Theatre, revealed in 
superb manner her fine talent for thea- 
trical direction in this simple and beau- 
tiful play, Her acting in the part of Sis- 


ter. Joanna of the Cross was no less nota- 


ble than her direction of the whole per- 
formance. 
Miss LeGallienne is a the 


National Woman’s Party, and a member 
of its Actresses’ Council. She is keenly 


interested in the campaign for Equal 
Rights, and spoke at the dinner held by 
the National Woman’s Party in honor of 
the apointment of Jessie Dell as United 
States Civil Service Commissioner in 1925. 

The members of the box party Visited 
Miss LeGallienne behind the scenes after 
the play was over, and presented her with 
purple iris, yellow tulips, and snowballs— 
the colors of the National Woman’s Party 
—gathered from the lovely garden at Na- 
tional Headquarters. The boxes 


banners. 

Among those attending the box party 
were: Mr. and Mrs. Emile Berliner, Jes- 
sie Dell, Virginia White Speel, Mrs. Wy- 
mond Bradbury, Mrs. Berberich, Nina Al- 
lender, Mrs. William Thompson Burch, 
Mrs. Tracy Edson, Abby Scott Baker, 
Margaret Whittemore, Louise Hatch, Mar- 
garet Lambie, Mabel Vernon, and Marie 
Moore Forrest. 


Tea for Woman's Universal Alliance 
HE District of Columbia Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party held open 

house at National Headquarters on Sun- 
day afternoon, May 8, for the delegates 
from various States and foreign countries 
attending the World Welfare Conference, 


| were 
decorated with purple, white, and gold 


held in Washington under the auspices of 
the Woman’s Universal Alliance, May 3-8. 

Mrs. Emile Berliner, chairman, and 
other officers of the District of Columbia 
Branch of the Woman’s Party were 
hostesses on the occasion, and the guests 
were shown through the lovely rooms of 
National Headquarters. 

The position and the work of women in 


‘Persia, Czecho-Slovakia, the British Em- 


pire, France, Poland, Esthonia, Holland, 
Italy, Haiti, Bulgaria, Greece, San Do- 
mingo, Ouba, Venezuela, Mexico, Nica- 
ragua, Canada, Chile, Peru, and other 
countries was described by men and wom- 
en from those countries during the con- 
ference. Current welfare work of women 
in this country was another topic of dis- 
cussion. 


Tow 


\N April 24 a tea was held at the 


home of Eve and Mathilde Ammen, 
Missoula, Montana, for the purpose of in- 
troducing Esther A. Johnson as the newly 
appointed State chairman of the embryo 
Montana Branch of the National Woman’s 


Party, and of bringing together the women | 


interested in the work of the National 
Woman’s Party. The discussion was 


spirited, and great enthusiasm was shown — 
in the objects and accomplishments of the 


Woman’s Party. 


New York City Meeting | 
New York City Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party will hold a 
meeting on Wednesday, May 18, at 3.30 
P. M., at the home of Ruth Litt, 71 Park 
avenue, at which three distinguished 


speakers will present the program of the ~ 
National Woman’s Party. 


Gail Laughlin, member of the Maine 
Legislature, and Vice-Chairman of the Na- 
tional Council of the National Woman’s 
Party, will speak on “Why I Am for the 
Equal Rights Amendment.” 

‘Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, Chairman of 


the New York State Branch, will speak 


on “The Year in Review.” 

Rebecca Hourwich, Vice-Chairman of 
the Maine Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, will apenk on. “Why Equal 
Rights?” 

Tea will be served. 

Miss Laughlin will meet with members 
interested in the industrial policy of the 
National Woman’s Party at New York 
City Headquarters, 233 East 68th street, 
at 8.30 P, M. the same day. 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


We believe in Equal Rights for Old Southern 
Furniture in the hearts of Antique Lovers. 


Descriptions and prices sent on request. Shipment 


anywhere, 


‘THE SPINNING WHEEL 


Jackson, Tenn. 
Mas. R. BR. 


Son 


"Equal Rights 


News from the Field 


Capital's First Woiman Juror 


ILLIE GREEN is the first woman > 

called to jury service in the District 
of Columbia under the law passed during 
the Sixty-ninth Congress. When Deputy 
Marshal W. J. Kirkland called Mrs. 
Green to service, he presented her with 
greetings from President Coolidge, and a 
summons to report at the Courthouse 
on April 21. 


Two Million Dollar F und 


Treasurer's Report 


JOY WEBSTER, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: C. P. A., Auditor. 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters December 7, 1912, to April 

28, 1927, $1,400,641.43. | 
Contributions, membership and other 


receipts April 28, 1927, to May 5, 1927: 


Per pe York City Committee : 
(N. ¥. City Committee retaining one-half) 


Mrs. 8. FE. Wanger $5.00 
Mrs. Henry W. Bull 5.00 
Mrs. Charles Oppenheim. 5.00 
Mrs. B. Wettlaufer..................... .50 
Miss Harriet Philips .50 
Miss Amy Wren 5.00 
Franklin Baker...... 5.00 
Mrs. Edwin Hydeman... 5.00 
Mrs. Harry B. Hollins.... 5.00 
Mrs. Herbert Mitler.... 6.00 
Mrs. Hugh Grant Straus.... 5.00 
Miss M. E. Henry .50 
Miss A. Wheelin .50 
Miss T. B. Stevens 50 
Miss Pettit .50 
Mrs. C. Nolan .50 
Miss Nellie Delaney... .50 
Mrs. & M. Dove 
Mrs. EB. Eckett..... .50 
Mrs. M. M. Clair. : .50 
Miss Schnorr ........:..... 50 
Mrs. M. McLaughlin... .50 
Miss B. Murray .50 
Miss M. Hayes.. <n .50 
Miss Georgia O’Keeffe............ ; .50 
Mrs. George Plan 50 
Mrs. J. B. Vandever .50 
Miss Frances M. Brandon 
Miss Emma Walter .50 
Mrs. William Naumberg..... .50 
Mrs. Daniel P. O’Connell .50 
Miss Rose A. Schneider... , Spied .50 
Miss Julia M. Pollitzer .50 
Mrs. William C. Sturgis.... .50 
Miss Jane I. Taylor .50 
Miss Mary H. Davis | .50 
Miss Adelaide Matthews. 50 
Miss Anne Nichols .50 
Miss Alma Jackson ; .50 
Miss Jeannette Cortez... wiki .50 
Miss Adeline Pate -50 
Mrs. Robert T. Oliver.... .50 
Mrs. Mary Agnes Kroger vane -50 
Mrs. Phyllis A. Lewis sites -50 
Mrs. F. Howard .50 
Mrs. A. C. Maher.... ‘ .50 
Miss Ida Haverton .50 
Miss Bessie Craig .50 
Mrs. E. Stein -50 
Mrs. M. C. Thomas .50 
Miss F. Conklin.... .50 
Mrs. H. Hemzberger... 
Miss Fox .50 
Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio.... 25.00 
Ohio Branch ..... 21.40 
Mrs. Russell Wilson, Cal 5.00 
Miss Margaret Whittemore, Cal................c.. 28.00 
Miss Laura Berrien, D. C : 6.00 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters. . 893.40 
Total Fetelpts April 28 to May 5, 1927...... 546.30 
Total rece 2h December 7, 1912, to May . 
5, 1927 ., 1,401,187.73 
Chickering 
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